15" Sunday of Pentecost
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The Reading from the Bible
Isaiah 43: 11-21

I, | am the LORD; there is no savior but me. It is | who declared, who saved, who announced, not
some strange god among you; You are my witnesses oracle of the LORD. | am God, yes, from eternity | am
he; There is none who can deliver from my hand: I act and who can cancel it? Thus says the LORD, your
redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: For your sake | send to Babylon; I will bring down all her defenses, and
the Chaldeans shall cry out in lamentation. | am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.
Thus, says the LORD, who opens a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, Who leads out chariots and
horsemen, a powerful army, Till they lie prostrate together, never to rise, snuffed out, quenched like a
wick. Remember not the events of the past, the things of long ago consider not; See, | am doing
something new! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? In the wilderness | make a way, in the
wasteland, rivers. Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches, For | put water in the wilderness and
rivers in the wasteland for my chosen people to drink, The people whom | formed for myself, that they
might recount my praise.

St. Paul 1st letter to Thessalonians 2: 13 - 20
Brothers, And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly, that, in receiving the word

of God from hearing us, you received not a human word but, as it truly is, the word of God, which is now at
work in you who believe. For you, brothers, have become imitators of the churches of God that are in Judea
in Christ Jesus. For you suffer the same things from your compatriots as they did from the Jews, who killed
both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us; they do not please God, and are opposed to
everyone, trying to prevent us from speaking to the Gentiles that they may be saved, thus constantly filling
up the measure of their sins. But the wrath of God has finally begun to come upon them. Brothers, when we
were bereft of you for a short time, in person, not in heart, we were all the more eager in our great desire to
see you in person. We decided to go to you I, Paul, not only once but more than once—yet Satan thwarted
us. For what is our hope or joy or crown to boast of in the presence of our Lord Jesus at his coming if not you
yourselves? For you are our glory and joy.
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The Gospel of St. Luke 11: 33 -41

No one who lights a lamp hides it away or places it [under a bushel basket], but on a
lampstand so that those who enter might see the light. The lamp of the body is your eye. When your
eye is sound, then your whole body is filled with light, but when it is bad, then your body is in
darkness. Take care, then, that the light in you not become darkness. If your whole body is full of
light, and no part of it is in darkness, then it will be as full of light as a lamp illuminating you with its
brightness.” After he had spoken, a Pharisee invited him to dine at his home. He entered and
reclined at table to eat. The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not observe the prescribed
washing before the meal. The Lord said to him, “Oh you Pharisees! Although you cleanse the outside
of the cup and the dish, inside you are filled with plunder and evil. You fools! Did not the maker of the
outside also make the inside? But as to what is within, give alms, and behold, everything will be
clean for you
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*LORD, I call to you / hasten to me.

**listen to my plea / when | call.

*Let my prayer be incense before you / my uplifted hands an evening offering.

**Set a guard, LORD, before my mouth / keep watch over the door of my lips.

*Do not let my heart incline to evil | to perform deeds in wickedness.

**0n the delicacies of evildoers / let me not feast.

*For my eyes are upon you, 0 LORD, my Lord / in you | take refuge; do not take away my soul.
**Guard me from the trap they have set for me / from the snares of evildoers.

*Let the wicked fall into their own nets / while only | pass over them safely.
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