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The Reading from the Bible
2 Kings (4: 8- 17)

One day Elisha came to Shunem, where there was a woman of influence, who pressed him to dine
with her. Afterward, whenever he passed by, he would stop there to dine. So she said to her husband, “I know
that he is a holy man of God. Since he visits us often, let us arrange a little room on the roof and furnish it for
him with a bed, table, chair, and lamp, so that when he comes to us he can stay there.” One day Elisha arrived
and stayed in the room overnight. Then he said to his servant Gehazi, “Call this Shunammite woman.” He did
so0, and when she stood before Elisha, he told Gehazi, “Say to her, ‘You have troubled yourself greatly for us;
what can we do for you? Can we say a good word for you to the king or to the commander of the army?’” She
replied, “I am living among my own people.” Later Elisha asked, “What can we do for her?” Gehazi answered,
“She has no son, and her hushand is old.” Elisha said, “Call her.” He did so, and when she stood at the door,
Elisha promised, “This time next year you will be cradling a baby son.” She said, “My lord, you are a man of
God; do not deceive your servant.” Yet the woman conceived, and by the same time the following year she had
given birth to a son, as Elisha had promised.

St. Paul 1st letter to Timothy (2: 1 - 10)

Brothers, First of all, then, | ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered
for everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and
dignity. This is good and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge
of the truth. For there is one God. There is also one mediator between God and the human race, Christ Jesus,
himself human, who gave himself as ransom for all.This was the testimony at the proper time. For this | was
appointed preacher and apostle. | am speaking the truth, | am not lying, teacher of the Gentiles in faith and
truth. It is my wish, then, that in every place the men should pray, lifting up holy hands, without anger or
argument. Similarly, [too,] women should adorn themselves with proper conduct, with modesty and self-
control, not with braided hairstyles and gold ornaments, or pearls, or expensive clothes, but rather, as befits
women who profess reverence for God, with good deeds.
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1timothy/0

The Gospel of St. Matthew 11: 20 - 30

Then he began to reproach the towns where most of his mighty deeds had been done, since they had
not repented. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. And as for you, Capernaum: ‘Will you be
exalted to heaven? You will go down to the netherworld.’ For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” At that time Jesus said in reply, “I give praise to you, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have
revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over
to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest
for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”
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Psalm 128:1-6

*Blessed are all who fear the LORD / and who walk in his ways.
**What your hands provide you will enjoy / you will be blessed and prosper.

*Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your home / Your children like young olive plants around
your table.

**Just so will the man be blessed / who fears the LORD.
*May the LORD bless you from Zion / may you see Jerusalem’s prosperity all the days of your life.

**and live to see your children’s children / Peace upon Israel.
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