9 Sunday of Pentecost
Aug 2 2020
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The Reading from the Bible
1 Samuel (10: 17- 25)

Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah and addressed the Israelites: “Thus
says the LORD, the God of Israel: It was | who brought Israel up from Egypt and delivered you from the
power of the Egyptians and from the power of all the kingdoms that oppressed you. But today you have
rejected your God, who saves you from all your evils and calamities, by saying, ‘No! You must appoint a
king over us.’ Now, therefore, take your stand before the LORD according to your tribes and families.” So,
Samuel had all the tribes of Israel come forward, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. Next he had the
tribe of Benjamin come forward by clans, and the clan of Matri was chosen, and finally Saul, son of Kish,
was chosen. But when they went to look for him, he was nowhere to be found. Again, they consulted the
LORD, “Is there still someone else to come forward?” The LORD answered: He is hiding among the
baggage. They ran to bring him from there; when he took his place among the people, he stood head and
shoulders above all the people. Then Samuel addressed all the people, “Do you see the man whom the
LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people!” Then all the people shouted out, “Long
live the king!” Samuel next explained to the people the rules of the monarchy, wrote them in a book, and
placed them before the presence of the LORD. Samuel then sent the people back to their own homes.

Acts (8:9 - 24)

Beloved, A man named Simon used to practice magic in the city and astounded the people of
Samaria, claiming to be someone great. All of them, from the least to the greatest, paid attention to
him, saying, “This man is the ‘Power of God’ that is called ‘Great.”” They paid attention to him because
he had astounded them by his magic for a long time, but once they began to believe Philip as he
preached the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, men and women alike
were baptized. Even Simon himself believed and, after being baptized, became devoted to Philip; and
when he saw the signs and mighty deeds that were occurring, he was astounded. Now when the apostles
in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who
went down and prayed for them, that they might receive the holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon any
of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them and
they received the holy Spirit. When Simon saw that the Spirit was conferred by the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, he offered them money and said, “Give me this power too, so that anyone upon whom I
lay my hands may receive the holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your money perish with you,
because you thought that you could buy the gift of God with money. You have no share or lot in this
matter, for your heart is not upright before God. Repent of this wickedness of yours and pray to the Lord
that, if possible, your intention may be forgiven. For | see that you are filled with bitter gall and are in the
bonds of iniquity.” Simon said in reply, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may
come upon me.”
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The Gospel of St. Mark 3: 20 - 30

He came home. Again [the] crowd gathered, making it impossible for them even to eat. When his
relatives heard of this they set out to seize him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” The scribes who had
come from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “By the prince of demons he drives out
demons.” Summoning them, he began to speak to them in parables, “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that
house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand;
that is the end of him. But no one can enter a strong man’s house to plunder his property unless he first
ties up the strong man. Then he can plunder his house. Amen, | say to you, all sins and all blasphemies
that people utter will be forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the holy Spirit will never have
forgiveness, but is guilty of an everlasting sin.” For they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
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Psalm 13: 1-3; 5-7

*The fool says in his heart / “There is no God.”

**The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men / To see if even one is
wise, if even one seeks God.

*All have gone astray. all alike are perverse / Not one does what is good, not even one.
**They have good reason, then, to fear / God is with the company of the just.

*They would crush the hopes of the poor / but the poor have the LORD as their refuge.
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Conclusion with the Lord’s Praye ALY AL Al
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