5 Sunday of Pentecost

July 5 2020
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The Reading from the Bible
Sirach (Y ): Y- ¢)

The wisdom of the poor lifts their head high and sets them among princes. Do not praise anyone
for good looks; or despise anyone because of appearance. The bee is least among winged creatures, but
it reaps the choicest of harvests. Do not mock the one who wears only a loincloth, or scoff at a person’s
bitter day. For strange are the deeds of the LORD, hidden from mortals his work. Many are the oppressed
who rise to the throne; some that none would consider wear a crown. Many are the exalted who fall into
utter disgrace, many the honored who are given into the power of the few. Before investigating, do not
find fault; examine first, then criticize. Before listening, do not say a word, interrupt no one in the midst
of speaking. Do not dispute about what is not your concern; in the quarrels of the arrogant do not take
part. My son, why increase your anxiety since whoever is greedy for wealth will not be blameless? Even if
you chase after it, you will never overtake it; and by fleeing you will not escape. One may work and
struggle and drive and fall short all the same. Others go their way broken-down drifters, with little
strength and great misery Yet the eye of the LORD looks favorably upon them, shaking them free of the
stinking mire. He lifts up their heads and exalts them to the amazement of the many. Good and evil, life
and death, poverty and riches all are from the LORD.

St. Paul 1st Letter to the Corinthians (¢: 17- 21, 5: 1-5).

Brothers, For this reason | am sending you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful son in
the Lord; he will remind you of my ways in Christ [Jesus], just as | teach them everywhere in every church.
Some have become inflated with pride, as if | were not coming to you. But | will come to you soon, if the
Lord is willing, and I shall ascertain not the talk of these inflated people but their power. For the kingdom
of God is not a matter of talk but of power. Which do you prefer? Shall | come to you with a rod, or with
love and a gentle spirit? It is widely reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of a kind
not found even among pagans a man living with his father’s wife. And you are inflated with pride. Should
you not rather have been sorrowful? The one who did this deed should be expelled from your midst. I, for
my part, although absent in body but present in spirit, have already, as if present, pronounced judgment
on the one who has committed this deed, in the name of [our] Lord Jesus: when you have gathered
together and I am with you in spirit with the power of the Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to
Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.

The Gospel of St. Mark (9: 32 - 41)

They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, he began to ask them, “What were you
arguing about on the way?” But they remained silent. They had been discussing among themselves on
the way who was the greatest. Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone wishes
to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.” Taking a child he placed it in their midst,
and putting his arms around it he said to them, “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name,
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who sent me.” John said to
him, “Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him because




us. “Jesus replied, “Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name who can
at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is for us. Anyone who gives you a cup of
water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen, | say to you, will surely not lose his reward.
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Psalm 138

*| thank you, Lord, with all my heart; / in the presence of the angels to you I sing.

**] bow low toward your holy temple; / | praise your name for your mercy and faithfulness.
*For you have exalted overall / your name and your promise.

**0n the day | cried out, you answered / you strengthened my spirit.

*All the kings of earth will praise you, LORD / when they hear the words of your mouth.
**They will sing of the ways of the LORD / “How great is the glory of the LORD!”

*The LORD is on high, but cares for the lowly / and knows the proud from afar.
**Though | walk in the midst of dangers / you guard my life when my enemies rage.
*You stretch out your hand / your right hand saves me.

**The LORD is with me to the end / LORD, your mercy endures forever.

*Never forsake the work of your hands!
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