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The Reading from the Bible

Sirach (17: 1- 24)

The Lord created human beings from the earth and makes them return to earth again. A
limited number of days he gave them but granted them authority over everything on earth. He endowed
them with strength like his own and made them in his image. He put fear of them in all flesh and gave
them dominion over beasts and birds. Discernment, tongues, and eyes, ears, and a mind for thinking he
gave them. With knowledge and understanding he filled them; good and evil he showed them. He put fear
of him into their hearts to show them the grandeur of his works, that they might describe the wonders of
his deeds and praise his holy name. He set before them knowledge and allotted to them the law of life. An
everlasting covenant he made with them, and hi commandments he revealed to them. His majestic glory
their eyes beheld, his glorious voice their ears heard. He said to them, “Avoid all evil”; to each of them he
gave precepts about their neighbor. Their ways are ever known to him, they cannot be hidden from his
eyes. Over every nation he appointed a ruler, but Israel is the Lord’s own portion. All their works are clear
as the sun to him, and his eyes are ever upon their ways. Their iniquities cannot be hidden from him; all
their sins are before the Lord. Human goodness is like a signet ring with God, and virtue he keeps like the
apple of his eye. Later he will rise up and repay them, requiting each one as they deserve. But to the
penitent he provides a way back and encourages those who are losing hope!

St. Paul 1st Letter to the Corinthians (3: 1 -9).

Brothers, | could not talk to you as spiritual people, but as fleshly people, as infants in
Christ. | fed you milk, not solid food, because you were unable to take it. Indeed, you are still not able,
even now, for you are still of the flesh. While there is jealousy and rivalry among you, are you not of the
flesh, and behaving in an ordinary human way? Whenever someone says, “l belong to Paul,” and another,
“l belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? What is Apolles, after all, and what is Paul?
Ministers through whom you became believers, just as the Lord assigned each one. | planted, Apollos
watered, but God caused the growth. Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God, who causes the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters are equal,
and each will receive wages in proportion to his labor. For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s field,
God’s building.

The Gospel of St. Luke 14: 16 - 24

He replied to him, “A man gave a great dinner to which he invited many. When the time for the dinner
came, he dispatched his servant to say to those invited, ‘Come, everything is now ready.’ But one by one,
they all began to excuse themselves. The first said to him, ‘I have purchased a field and must go to
examine it; | ask you, consider me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have purchased five yokes of oxen and
am on my way to evaluate them; | ask you, consider me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have just married

a woman, and therefore | cannot come.’ The servant went and reported this to his master. Then the




of the house in a rage commanded his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and
bring in here the poor and the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ The servant reported, ‘Sir, your orders
have been carried out and still there is room.” The master then ordered the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedgerows and make people come in that my home may be filled. For, | tell you, none of
those men who were invited will taste my dinner.
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Psalm 119
*LORD, teach me the way of your statutes / | shall keep them with care.

**@Give me understanding to keep your law / to observe it with all my heart.
*Lead me in the path of your commandments / for that is my delight.
**Direct my heart toward your testimonies / and away from gain.

**Avert my eyes from what is worthless / by your way give me life.

*For your servant, fulfill your promise / made to those who fear you.
**Turn away from me the taunts | dread / for your judgments are good.
*See how | long for your precepts / in your righteousness give me life.
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