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The Reading from the Bible
Wisdom (7: 1- 14)

| too am a mortal, the same as all the rest, and a descendant of the first one formed of earth.
And in my mother’s womb I was molded into flesh in a ten-month period body and blood, from the seed
of a man, and the pleasure that accompanies marriage. And | too, when born, inhaled the common air,
and fell upon the kindred earth; wailing, | uttered that first sound common to all. In swaddling clothes
and with constant care | was nurtured. For no king has any different origin or birth; one is the entry into
life for all, and in one same way they leave it. Therefore, | prayed, and prudence was given me; |
pleaded, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. | preferred her to scepter and throne, And deemed
riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken any priceless gem to her; Because all gold, in view
of her, is a bit of sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. Beyond health and beauty, I loved
her, And | chose to have her rather than the light, because her radiance never ceases. Yet all good
things together came to me with her, and countless riches at her hands; I rejoiced in them all, because
Wisdom is their leader, though | had not known that she is their mother. Sincerely | learned about her,
and ungrudgingly do | share her riches | do not hide away; for she is an unfailing treasure; those who
gain this treasure win the friendship of God, being commended by the gifts that come from her
discipline.

St. Paul Letter to Ephesians (8: 3 - 11)

Brothers, because of this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ [Jesus] for you Gentiles if, as | suppose,
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for your benefit, [namely, that]
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly earlier. When you read this
you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to human beings
in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, that
the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. Of this | became a minister by the gift of God’s grace that was granted me in accord
with the exercise of his power. To me, the very least of all the holy ones, this grace was given, to preach
to the Gentiles the inscrutable riches of Christ, and to bring to light [for all] what is the plan of the
mystery hidden from ages past in God who created all things,
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The Gospel of St. John 4: 31 - 38

Meanwhile, the disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat of
which you do not know.” So, the disciples said to one another, “Could someone have brought him
something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his
work. Do you not say, ‘In four months the harvest will be here’? I tell you, look up and see the fields ripe
for the harvest. The reaper is already receiving his payment and gathering crops for eternal life, so that
the sower and reaper can rejoice together. For here the saying is verified that ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ | sent you to reap what you have not worked for; others have done the work, and you are sharing
the fruits of their work.”
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Psalm 40: 4-11;17
*Sacrifice and offering you do not want / you opened my ears.
**Holocaust and sin-offering / you do not request.
*So, | said, “See; | come / with an inscribed scroll written upon me.
**| delight to do your will, my God / your law is in my inner being!”
*When | sing of your righteousness / in a great assembly,
**See, | do not restrain my lips / as you, LORD, know.
*1 do not conceal your righteousness within my heart / | speak of your loyalty and your salvation.
**[ do not hide your mercy or faithfulness / from a great assembly.
*While those who seek you / rejoice and be glad in you.
**May those who long for your salvation / always say, “The LORD is great.”
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Conclusion with the Lord’s Prayer A AL all
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