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The Reading from the Bible
Wisdom (4: 15-20)

for his soul was pleasing to the LORD, therefore he sped him out of the midst of
wickedness. But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take that consideration
into account. Yes, the righteous one who has died will condemn the sinful who live; And youth,
swiftly completed, will condemn the many years of the unrighteous who have grown old. For
they will see the death of the wise one and will not understand what the LORD intended, or why
he kept him safe. They will see and hold him in contempt. but the LORD will laugh them to
scorn. And they shall afterward become dishonored corpses and an unceasing mockery among
the dead. For he shall strike them down speechless and prostrate and rock them to their
foundations. They shall be utterly laid waste and shall be in grief and their memory shall
perish. Fearful shall they come, at the counting up of their sins, and their lawless deeds shall
convict them to their face.

St. Paul 1st Letter to his disciple Timothy (1: 5 - 11)

Brothers, the aim of this instruction is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and
a sincere faith. Some people have deviated from these and turned to meaningless talk,
wanting to be teachers of the law, but without understanding either what they are saying or
what they assert with such assurance. We know that the law is good, provided that one uses it
as law, with the understanding that law is meant not for a righteous person but for the lawless
and unruly, the godless and sinful, the unholy and profane, those who kill their fathers or
mothers, murderers, the unchaste, sodomites, kidnapers, liars, petrjurers, and whatever else
is opposed to sound teaching, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which
1 have been entrusted.
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The Gospel of St. Luke 9: 51 - 62

When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey
to Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a Samaritan
village to prepare for his reception there, but they would not welcome him because the
destination of his journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this they
asked, “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” Jesus turned and
rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village. As they were proceeding on their journey
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens
and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.” And to
another he said, “Follow me.” But he replied, “[Lord,] let me go first and bury my father.” But
he answered him, “Let the dead bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
And another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my family at home.” [To
him] Jesus said, “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for
the kingdom of God.”
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Psalm 26: 2-3; 6-12
*Examine me, Lord, and test me / search my heart and mind.
**Your mercy is before my eyes / | walk guided by your faithfulness.
*I will wash my handss in innocence / so that | may process around your altar, Lord,
**To hear the sound of thanksgiving / and recount all your wondrous deeds.
*Lord, I love the refuge of your house / the site of the dwelling-place of your glory.
**Do not take me away with sinners / nor my life with the men of blood,
*In whose hands there is a plot / their right hands full of bribery.
**But | walk in my integrity / redeem me, be gracious to me!
*My foot stands on level ground / in assemblies I will bless the LORD.
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