Palm Sunday
April 5th, 2020
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The Reading from the Bible

Zechariah 9:9 - 17
St. Paul Letter to the Romans (11: 13 -2").

Brothers, Now | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as | am the apostle
to the Gentiles, 1 glory in my ministry in order to make my race jealous and thus save some of
them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be
but life from the dead? If the first fruits are holy, so is the whole batch of dough; and if the
root is holy, so are the branches. But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild
olive shoot, were grafted in their place and have come to share in the rich root of the olive
tree, do not boast against the branches. If you do boast, consider that you do not support the
root; the root supports you. Indeed, you will say, “Branches were broken off so that | might
be grafted in.” That is so. They were broken off because of unbelief, but you are there
because of faith. So do not become haughty, but stand in awe. For if God did not spare the
natural branches, [perhaps] he will not spare you either.

The Gospel of St. John 12: 12 - 22

On the next day, when the great crowd that had come to the feast heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they took palm branches and went out to meet him, and
cried out: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, [even] the king of
Israel.” Jesus found an ass and sat upon it, as is written: “Fear no more, 0 daughter Zion;
see, your king comes, seated upon an ass’s colt.” His disciples did not understand this at
first, but when Jesus had been glorified they remembered that these things were written
about him and that they had done this for him. So, the crowd that was with him when he
called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from death continued to testify. This was [also]
why the crowd went to meet him, because they heard that he had done this sign. So, the
Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the whole world
has gone after him.” The Coming of Jesus’ Hour. Now there were some Greeks among those
who had come up to worship at the feast. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
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Psalm 72: 2-7

*0 God give your judgment to the king / your justice to the king’s son.

**That he may govern your people with justice / your oppressed with right judgment.

*That the mountains may yield their bounty for the people / and the hills great abundance.
**That he may defend the oppressed among the people / save the children of the poor and crush
the oppressor.

*May they fear you with the sun / and before the moon, through all generations.

**May he be like rain coming down upon the fields / like showers watering the earth.

*That abundance may flourish in his days / great bounty, till the moon be no more.
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