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The Reading from the Bible
Genesis 8: 4-19
St. Paul Letter to the Romans (1): 7° - 1"7)

Brothers, | do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers, so that you will not
become wise [in] your own estimation: a hardening has come upon Israel in part, until the full
number of the Gentiles comes in, and thus all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will
come out of Zion, he will turn away godlessness from Jacob; and this is my covenant with them when
| take away their sins.” In respect to the gospel, they are enemies on your account; but in respect to
election, they are beloved because of the patriarchs. For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.
Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they
have now disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the mercy shown to you, they too may [now] receive
mercy. For God delivered all to disobedience, that he might have mercy upon all. Oh, the depth of the
riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable
his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has
given him anything that he may be repaid?” For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.
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The Gospel of St Mark 1: 1 - 12

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it became known that he was at
home. Many gathered together so that there was no longer room for them, not even around the door,
and he preached the word to them. They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. Unable
to get near Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the roof above him. After they had broken
through, they let down the mat on which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said
to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there asking
themselves, “Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive
sins?” Jesus immediately knew in his mind what they were thinking to themselves, so he said, “Why
are you thinking such things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, pick up your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority to forgive sins on earth” he said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your mat, and go
home.” He rose, picked up his mat at once, and went away in the sight of everyone. They were all
astounded and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this.”
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Psalm 23

*The LORD is my shepherd; there is nothing | lack. / In green pastures he makes me lie down.
**to still waters he leads me / he restores my soul.

*He guides me along right paths / for the sake of his name.

**Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death / | will fear no evil, for you are with me.
*your rod and your staff /comfort me.

**You set a table before me / in front of my enemies.

*You anoint my head with oil / my cup overflows.

**Indeed, goodness and mercy will pursue me / all the days of my life.

*I will dwell in the house of the LORD / for endless days.
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Conclusion with the Lord’s Prayer Loyl WAL alis!
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