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The Reading from the Bible
Genesis 48: 8-22

St. Paul 2nd Letter to the Corinthians (10: 1 - 18).

Brothers, Now | myself, Paul, urge you through the gentleness and clemency of Christ,
who am humble when face to face with you, but brave toward you when absent, | beg you that, when
present, | may not have to be brave with that confidence with which I intend to act boldly against
some who consider us as acting according to the flesh. For, although we are in the flesh, we do not
battle according to the flesh, for the weapons of our battle are not of flesh but are enormously
powerful, capable of destroying fortresses. We destroy arguments and every pretension raising itself
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive in obedience to Christ, and we are
ready to punish every disobedience, once your obedience is complete. Look at what confronts you.
Whoever is confident of belonging to Christ should consider that as he belongs to Christ, so do we.
And even if | should boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up
and not for tearing you down, | shall not be put to shame. May | not seem as one frightening you
through letters. For someone will say, “His letters are severe and forceful, but his bodily presence is
weak, and his speech contemptible.” Such a person must understand that what we are in word
through letters when absent, that we also are in action when present. Not that we dare to class or
compare ourselves with some of those who recommend themselves. But when they measure
themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without
understanding. But we will not boast beyond measure but will keep to the limits God has apportioned
us, namely, to reach even to you. For we are not overreaching ourselves, as though we did not reach
you; we indeed first came to you with the gospel of Christ. We are not boasting beyond measure, in
other peaple’s labors; yet our hope is that, as your faith increases, our influence among you may be
greatly enlarged, within our proper limits, so that we may preach the gospel even beyond you, not
boasting of work already done in another’s sphere. “Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord.” For it
is not the one who recommends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord recommends.
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The Gospel of St.Mark 10: 46 - 52

They came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable
crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging. On hearing
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, son of David, have pity on
me.” And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he kept calling out all the more,
“Son of David, have pity on me.” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So, they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Take courage; get up, he is calling you.” He threw aside his cloak,
sprang up, and came to Jesus. Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to do for
you?” The blind man replied to him, “Master, | want to see.” Jesus told him, “Go your way;
your faith has saved you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.
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Psalm 86:2-3; 6-7;11-13
*Incline your ear, LORD, and answer me / for | am poor and oppressed.
**be gracious to me, Lord / to you I call all the day.
*Preserve my life / for | am devoted.
**LORD, hear my prayer / listen to my cry for help.
*On the day of my distress I call to you / for you will answer me.
**Teach me, LORD, your way / that | may walk in your truth, *single-hearted / and revering your name.
**| will praise you with all my heart / glorify your name forever, Lord my God.
*Your mercy to me is great / you have rescued me from the depths of Sheol.
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