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The Reading from the Bible
Numbers 22: 1-16
St. Paul Letter to the Romans (15: 14 - 33)

Brothers, | myself am convinced about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of
goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to admonish one another. But | have written to you rather
boldly in some respects to remind you, because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ
Jesus to the Gentiles in performing the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering up of
the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the holy Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then, | have reason to
boast in what pertains to God. For I will not dare to speak of anything except what Christ has
accomplished through me to lead the Gentiles to obedience by word and deed, by the power of signs
and wonders, by the power of the Spirit [of God], so that from Jerusalem all the way around to lllyricum
I have finished preaching the gospel of Christ. Thus | aspire to proclaim the gospel not where Christ
has already been named, so that | do not build on another’s foundation, but as it is written: “Those who
have never been told of him shall see, and those who have never heard of him shall understand.” That
is why | have so often been prevented from coming to you. But now, since | no longer have any
opportunity in these regions and since | have desired to come to you for many years, | hope to see you
in passing as | go to Spain and to be sent on my way there by you, after | have enjoyed being with you for
a time. Now, however, | am going to Jerusalem to minister to the holy ones. For Macedonia and
Achaia* have decided to make some contribution for the poor among the holy ones in Jerusalem; they
decided to do it, and in fact they are indebted to them, for if the Gentiles have come to share in their
spiritual blessings, they ought also to serve them in material blessings. So, when | have completed this
and safely handed over this contribution to them, I shall set out by way of you to Spain; and | know that
in coming to you I shall come in the fullness of Christ’s blessing. | urge you, [brothers,] by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in the struggle by your prayers to God on my behalf,
that | may be delivered from the disobedient in Judea, and that my ministry for Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the holy ones, so that | may come to you with joy by the will of God and be refreshed
together with you. The God of peace be with all of you. Amen.
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http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/15#53015026-1

The Gospel of St. Luke 5: 12 - 17

Now there was a man full of leprosy in one of the towns where he was; and when he saw Jesus, he
fell prostrate, pleaded with him, and said, “Lord, if you wish, you can make me clean.” Jesus stretched
out his hand, touched him, and said, “I do will it. Be made clean.” And the leprosy left him immediately.
Then he ordered him not to tell anyone, but “Go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing
what Moses prescribed; that will be proof for them.” The report about him spread all the more, and great
crowds assembled to listen to him and to be cured of their ailments, but he would withdraw to deserted
places to pray. One day as Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there who
had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem, and the power of the Lord was with him
for healing.
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Psalm 40: 2-6

*Surely, | wait for the LORD / who bends down to me and hears my cry,
**Draws me up from the pit of destruction / out of the muddy clay, sets my
*feet upon rock / steadies my steps,

**And puts a new song in my mouth / a hymn to our God.

*Many shall look on in fear / and they shall trust in the LORD.

**Blessed the man who sets / his security in the LORD,

*who turns not to the arrogant? / or to those who stray after falsehood.
**You, yes you, 0 LORD, my God / have done many wondrous deeds!
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Conclusion with the Lord’s Prayer
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