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SUMMARIES

1. “Jesus was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of
God” (Mark 16: 14- 20)

Sister Luma Jahoula O.P.

Mark 16: 14-20 is read on the feast of Ascension of our Lord to
heaven. In this passage, which concludes the Gospel of Mark, Jesus appears
to the eleven disciples. The text focuses on two points: firstly, Jesus
commands the disciples to proclaim the gospel to the world, and secondly,
ascension of Jesus to heaven as the conclusion of Jesus' public life. The
ascension of Jesus changes the life of the disciples and the early believers.
Jesus is no more physically present among his friends but in their lives. The
passage tells us what a believer in Jesus should do: to go to the end of the
world and proclaim the good news.

2. Ascension in the Liturgy of the Church of the East
Fr. Isaac Adoonieh Tamros

Ascension in Christianity is a developed conceptin the reflection
on the relationship ofthe human person to God and how to reach or be
transformed in God.

In Biblical revelation, heaven is God’s dwelling place. He has the power
to control the heavens, the earth and what is beneath. Therefore, in this
contribution we will try to find the growth and evolution of the concept of
ascension in the Old and New Testaments and also how this is expressed in
our liturgy corresponding to what we believe is in the Scripture.

Ascension has become a faith doctrine since the Council of Nicaea 325

BC and is celebrated in all liturgical ranks, including the Eucharist, the
Baptism, morning and evening prayers.

In this article, we will try, through the book of “HUDRA” to review the
most momentous meanings and theological concepts that concern the
ascension in the Church of the East.
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3. The Icon The Icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Ceremony of
Funeral Liturgy
Fr. Mansour al-Moukhallisi

The death of someone precious turns him (her) into a living icon. The
funeral ceremonies reflect, in a special way, the symbolic dimensions of the
icon and the liturgical celebration that surpasses time and space. Father
Lucien Cop (1929-2018), who had served Iraq for more than 50 years, has
become for us and the Church of Iraq a living icon.

4. The Architectural Symbolism of the Church of the East in the Light of the
Reconstruction of Mar Addai Church in Karmash
Fr. Poulos Thabit

The ecclesial design reflects, in its details, meanings that come from a
special theological glance toward the church and its rituals. Ecclesiastical
architecture enters into the concept of symbolic theology, which is based on
the reality of the union of two worlds: the Spiritual world and Physical
world, and their union is expressed through liturgical symbols.

Drawings and calligraphy, places and items which is based on the
liturgy and its order, the Cross and its design, these were all set and
renewed in Mar Addai Church in Karmash to reflect strongly and clearly their
theological meaning.

This church had been destroyed and burned by the terrorist, Islamic
State (ISIS), and has been reconstructed and officially opened on 12th of July
2018. An area within has been left without reconstruction to become a small
museum that shows the past devastation and destruction.

Moreover, the church is now the place where the remains of the
martyr Father Raghid Kani and the priests who served in it, were laid to rest.
Today, after its reconstruction, the church of Mar Addai brings together
liturgical authenticity, heritage and contemporary history.
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5. The Synod of Antioch 341
Fr. Najem Chahwan (O.L.M.)

The Emperor Constantine the Great (t 337) built a great Church in
Antioch, but his son Constans (t 350) completed it as, The Church of the
Dedication. For this occasion, 97 bishops came to Antioch (A.D. 341), to
consecrate the church, and to hold a Synod, first, to give prominence to the
church, and second, to resolve many problems, after the Council of Nicaea
in 325. The Fathers reunited to confirm the confession of faith, to establish
order in the Church, and in the ranks of the clergy. This Synod promulgated
25 canons, which mainly concern the metropolitans, bishops, priests,
deacons, and all the members of the Church.

6. The Icon as Liturgical Presence
Brother. Raeed Jabo

The icon remains as a tool to serve the Lord and humankind. The icon
is like a window through which the people of God and the church
contemplate the kingdom of God and his mysteries. For this reason, every
line, every colour and every part of the facial features has a special meaning.

The icon, as a window onto the kingdom of God, reveals what our eyes
cannot bear from the light of an invisible world. It does not open only to the
metaphysical but allows the refreshing breath to enter the whole body.

7. God has ascended amid, shouts of joy
Sister Nazik Khalid O.P.

Psalm 47 is one of the six psalms (93, 96, 97, 98, and 99) that have
been classified as Enthronement Psalms. They have unique content which
evokes praise of Yahweh as the King and the exsultant cry of enthronement:
Yahweh malak. This short essay, studies psalm 47 as one of the psalms that
the Christian community pray in the feast of the Ascension of the Lord. The
main questions discussed in this contribution are: the possible “Situation of
life” which gave rise to the psalm, its liturgical meaning, and its relation to
the liturgy of the Ascension of Lord.
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